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Due to several policies and regulations, the Danish heating sector transformed into one of 
the most energy-efficient heating systems in the world. One example is the 1990 revision 
of the heating supply law, which intended to decentralise the heating supply. The heat 
infrastructure was now planned on a project-by-project basis, with local authorities 
responsible for planning according to national guidelines. 

The unusually high penetration of district heating, which covers two-thirds of all Danish 
buildings, offered ways to produce heat jointly with electricity, industrial products and waste 
incineration, driving energy efficiency upward. In the 1990s, several policies promoted the 
use of combined heat and power (CHP) plants. 

This thesis is meant to evaluate the policies and policy instruments that have been 
implemented in Denmark since 1990. The criteria used should cover energy and cost 
efficiency as well as greenhouse gas reductions. Additionally, an answer should be 
provided for the question of how which coordination problem was solved. 

Furthermore, the relevance of the results to Germany’s decarbonization of the heating 
sector can be discussed. What could German policymakers learn from their Danish 
neighbours? 

 

Key tasks and objectives of the thesis 

• Present the development of the Danish heating sector since 1990. 

• Identify criteria suitable to evaluate heat-related policy actions.  

• Evaluate the key policies and regulations using your criteria. 
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